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Gnosticism
I INTRODUCTION

Gnosticism, esoteric religious movement that

rd centuries AD and 3 flourished during the 2nd and
presented a major challenge to orthodox

Most Gnostic sects professed .Christianity

diverged from Christianity, but their beliefs sharply
those of the majority of Christians in the early

term Gnosticism is derived from the Church. The
knowledge”). To its Greek word gnosis (“revealed
adherents, Gnosticism promised a secret knowledge
the divine realm. Sparks or seeds of the Divine of
transcendent realm into the Being fell from this
were material universe, which is wholly evil, and
imprisoned in human bodies. Reawakened by




element in humanity can knowledge, the divine
return to its proper home in the transcendent
.spiritual realm

IT ORIGINS

Gnostic texts reveal nothing about the history of the
about the lives of their most various sects or

of prominent teachers. Consequently, the history
the movement must be inferred from the traditions
and from anti-Gnostic writings. reflected in the texts
The question of whether Gnosticism first developed
as a distinct non-Christian doctrine has not been
Gnostic sects did exist. Gnostic resolved, but pagan
Jewish mythology may have been derived from
sectarian speculation centred in Syria and Palestine
st century AD, which in turn was 1 during the late
religions, probably influenced by Persian dualistic
especially Zoroastrianism. By the 2nd century,
teachers had synthesized this Christian Gnostic
speculation mythology with Platonic metaphysical
and with certain heretical Christian traditions. The
Christian Gnostics were Valentinus most prominent
the 2nd and his disciple Ptolemaeus, who during
century were influential in the Roman Church.

while continuing to participate in ,Christian Gnostics
apparently also ,the larger Christian community
gathered in small groups to follow their secret

.and rituals teachings

During the 2nd century another strain of Gnosticism
Syria, stressing an ascetic emerged in eastern
the interpretation of Jesus's teachings. Later in
century Gnosticism appeared in Egypt, and the
there may be linked with emergence of monasticism




.the influence of the Syrian ascetic sects

ITI MYTHOLOGY

To explain the origin of the material universe, the
complicated mythology. From Gnostics developed a
the original unknowable God, a series of lesser
divinities was generated by emanation. The last of
wisdom™), conceived a desire to ”) these, Sophia
this know the unknowable Supreme Being. Out of
illegitimate desire was produced a deformed, evil
who created the universe. The ,god, or demiurge
into this divine sparks that dwell in humanity fell
universe or else were sent there by the supreme
redeem humanity. The Gnostics God in order to

Old identified the evil god with the God of the
Testament, which they interpreted as an account of
to keep humanity immersed in this god's efforts
their ignorance and the material world and to punish
attempts to acquire knowledge. It was in this light
understood the expulsion of Adam and that they
destruction of Eve from Paradise, the flood, and the
.Sodom and Gomorrah

IV GNOSTICISM AND CHRISTIANITY

Although most Gnostics considered themselves
assimilated only minor Christians, some sects
Christian elements into a body of non-Christian
Gnostic texts. The Christian Gnostics refused to
New Testament, the father of identify the God of the
they Jesus, with the God of the Old Testament, and
developed an unorthodox interpretation of Jesus's
Gnostics wrote apocryphal Gospels ministry. The
Gospel of (such as the Gospel of Thomas and the
Mary) to substantiate their claim that the risen




disciples the true, Gnostic Jesus told his

divine interpretation of his teachings: Christ, the
spirit, inhabited the body of the man Jesus and did
cross but ascended to the divine not die on the
thus realm from which he had come. The Gnostics
rejected the atoning suffering and death of Christ
Resurrection of the body. They also rejected and the
interpretations of the other literal and traditional
.Gospels

V RITES

Some Gnostic sects rejected all sacraments; others
Eucharist, interpreting observed baptism and the
them as signs of the awakening of gnosis. Other
Gnostic rites were intended to facilitate the ascent
of the human soul to the of the divine element
spiritual realm. Hymns and magic formulae were
recited to help achieve a vision of God; other

death to ward off the formulas were recited at
demons who might capture the ascending spirit and
imprison it again in a body. In the Valentinian sect a
the bridal chamber, celebrated special rite, called
heavenly the reunion of the lost spirit with its
.counterpart

VI ETHICS The ethical teachings of the Gnostics
libertinism. The doctrine ranged from asceticism to
that the body and the material world are evil led
some sects to renounce even marriage and

that because their procreation. Other Gnostics held
souls were completely alien to this world, it did not
matter what they did in it. Gnostics generally
commandments of the Old rejected the moral
Testament, regarding them as part of the evil god's




.effort to entrap humanity

VII SOURCES Much scholarly knowledge of
Christian texts Gnosticism comes from anti-Gnostic
of the 2nd and 3rd centuries, which provide the only

extensive quotations in the Greek of the original
surviving Gnostic texts are in Gnostic texts. Most
when Coptic, into which they had been translated
Gnosticism spread to Egypt in the late 2nd and the
an Egyptian peasant found 1945 3rd centuries. In
Gnostic 12 codices containing more than 50 Coptic
writings near Naj Hammadi. It has been determined
codices were copied in the 4th century in that these
is not known the monasteries of the region. It
whether the monks were Gnostics, or were

ascetic nature of the writings, or attracted by the
.heresy had assembled the writings as a study in

VIII LATER HISTORY By the 3rd century Gnosticism
orthodox Christian opposition began to succumb to
Gnostic and persecution. Partly in reaction to the
heresy, the Church strengthened its organization by
authority in the office of bishop, which centralizing
poorly organized made its effort to suppress the
Gnostics more effective. Furthermore, as orthodox
Christian theology and philosophy developed, the
Gnostic teachings began to primarily mythological
theologians seem bizarre and crude. Both Christian
and the 3rd-century Neoplatonist philosopher

the Gnostic view that the material Plotinus attacked
defended their world is essentially evil. Christians
identification of the God of the New Testament with
of Judaism and their belief that the New the God
revealed knowledge. The Testament is the only true




development of Christian mysticism and asceticism
satisfied some of the impulses that had produced
Gnostics were converted to Gnosticism, and many
orthodox beliefs. By the end of the 3rd century
Gnosticism as a distinct movement seems to have
largely disappeared

IX SURVIVALS One small non-Christian Gnostic
exists in Iraqg and Iran, sect, the Mandaeans, still

of the although it is not certain that it began as part
original Gnostic movement. Although the ancient
survive, aspects of the Gnostic world sects did not
many forms: view have periodically reappeared in
the ancient dualistic religion called Manichaeism and
related medieval heresies of the Albigenses, the
medieval Jewish Bogomils, and Paulicians; the
mystical philosophy known as Kabbalah; the
speculation surrounding the alchemy metaphysical
theosophy; 20th- of the Renaissance; 19th-century
century existentialism and nihilism; and the writings
the 20th-century Swiss psychologist Carl Jung. of
has proved very durable: The essence of Gnosticism
the view that the inner spirit of humanity must be
liberated from a world that is basically deceptive,
.oppressive, and euvil

rsiiad) axdall 2o ) Sl (Aduldl) Ao g gall) (8 dua siall o elag

1986 ) drida (J gue 4iiSamy 535 ) 412 298-296 =

Jall Y Geasdl Al 48 jea gl ¢ Akl uA\M\&séseu\jc@ij"
" IYAYL Y as by ¢

CulS 5 ¢ (ALall) anls 3 gl 2ie o e Lad Calali g ¢ da i) 400 563l Db e "
Crpbansld (ge Ao pusy 58 S Cua ¢ (¥ gl 4d e pa it S) AL




seal aga (Al (53563l 05k (B ok e Al ) Adnddlly culalia] g ¢ 4y juSuyLl
gl e g ¢ 4 el G5, syl lia gy 8 3V STl S5 ¢ Al
¢ o g dpnpaal) o Led (a giall juail g ¢ Lua gie ¢ Jialil) Lty ) LS dlad
"o g pransall g Al an IS galall 5 B jmall ATV

Al culls g ¢ Ay oTil M8 g (9 1S agla (G T 9 ¢ A gtl) o al) e g™
il g ¢ el AL el g a g Ol U el 5 Z83U 5 0y LIS BaiS

st 3 Cp mall s Gaaa siall (e aanil) o) Sy L aSdl ) Al e 4 )
o el s Aalindl (ol s 0 s, el e 0 pllass, gl gl
oobaad Sy ¢ Aanil) BMe ) A gial) i g ASA) o) i) 5 pnal€iiall
alosa U o qay .. 1S3 e i) al (1S5 ¢ Aplie LawsY) 5 Lala) dail

O el 5 dan) Caaadinl @l geall o2a O V) dpa il @l el ol il Al
G (S el pSaall (e IS JS8 ) G gid) iy, 4 da Y
) 3latll (e 5 6355 gl 5 2 IS5 L gl 4Bl gLy ) 48 8
O 2 (¢ pa sl s (e e (O ) (e s RSN 5 Gams o)
"lagad A 7 5 Jsla (Al g (e

L) A ial) 8 Liegs il L) aal

¢ G sl Bl i de gl o U (a5 ¢ BaglY1 A el Sial Apa il
YY) ) Jaall e Gad g guasdl s Glas sl e leagia ading

all 5 (ol agall all) adl all:cped) 3 sa g0 ¢ sanasall () a3l (al-2

4b duat s (raenal) Al Co) o AT (S sl 300 £ g O s 9b) (el -3
Al ¢ galal) pllad) (0 030 ol g ¢ 79 0 R 9 (A grasall (N, 40 D )
L pdady alg luay ol ) o)) 618

il Jsm im0 38 i gl o ¢ A giad) o Gale b gum BdAT ) aa g
zmeaall (L ) e Y1 Jual a5 ¢ ol 13 S Lela) e Sl 3 Sl
el deaa ale Cua Glld agd 4nd Lail 5 by ol 5 Jis o]

) J gy a0 () (orme el WIS Uf agl 68 41

aed 4nd (Sl 55 glia La g o 5l La g




Ghll gL Y ale (e dn agd Lo dda el al ag8 ) gal3A) () )
157 cLoill {5 538 La g

el (G ¢ al A ) e S oasiad) SaN o Ld S Cag el (e
Sl g DLyl o Lt L ) a1 S, oyl (ym ) Lgh Lay olai) AlS s
Aoy iy Le Lgie 2308 Aliie 4ainn alie g 2ilie (e Lead S Loy

KY\PY’ {Ma#u}*\j‘u@g}@me}@@\u\ﬁywmu
Lk () 5. o0l (SN Gl die ale 4 o ¢ sampsal) () spa giall 4 JE W (sua
e g Uadl Docetism duti sall 43 j3 45ll8 La 13g8 ¢ 432))

o8 Cull8 Loy Jlad ¢ s gl 4 ge 0 5 (380 Lo dasial) 48 jal) 524 S8 ddasaaagd
Gl oo Gl 3l s IOl e ey Calla L JS yiie ) 9 48 44l

el e jaiae A58 4 H1 (3ilas o ga Slld LAY 4] o) (S e IS

O siall) Leadn) Al dgasll cilda gadall 5 3 610 ela Le (adli g Jati drale

A 58

Al o o 6 L ganl

Docetism auiw sall : 33le caad g 2001 4oy jll Cojleall 3 0o 8
m\sd.“!..y‘ .3\6'391.5 3 ...Q]'! e SZ\A;‘)S

, 3 Suall dpaall aalial) (gaa) (ra A 9 A (Ao ) ABb A ¢ A sl

G Ladl g g ) o adls o) anda o) Bi8a da Al 08 ol i) ) a3

(LA Liad g o 4]
3 ilS qalial) Lgsd Lag dda a¥T g zrssall Jlas ) JS ) & giiona 9al) 2301 g
< g

Christian heresy and ,("to seem" ,from Greek dokein)
earliest Christian sectarian doctrines, one of the

a real or natural affirming that Christ did not have
body during his life on earth but only an apparent
phantom one. Though its incipient forms are or
Testament, such as in the alluded to in the New
,(Letters of John (e.g., 1 John 4:1-3; 2 John 7




Docetism became more fully developed as an
Gnosticism, a important doctrinal position of
religious dualist system of belief arising in the 2nd
AD which held that matter was evil and the century
salvation was attained spirit good and claimed that
only through esoteric knowledge, or gnosis. The
heresy developed from speculations about the
impurity of matter. More imperfection or essential
thoroughgoing Docetists asserted that Christ was
born without any participation of matter and that all
sufferings of his life, including the the acts and
They .Crucifixion, were mere appearances
consequently denied Christ's Resurrection and
Docetists attributed Ascension into heaven. Milder
to Christ an ethereal and heavenly body but

on the degree to which it shared the real disagreed
Docetism was .actions and sufferings of Christ
attacked by all opponents of Gnosticism, especially
__.Ignatius of Antioch in the 2nd century by Bishop

American Heritage <Y &l (s sald o ela
il 13 ceDictionary

Do-ce-tism n. An opinion especially associated with
had no human body and the Gnostics that Jesus
only appeared to have died on the cross. [Probably
from Late Greek Doktai, espousers of Docetism,
See dek- below.] -- .from Greek dokein, to seem
.Do-ce"tist n

s ill
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,Docetism

an early Christian heresy affirming that Jesus Christ




body. The doctrine took had only an apparent
various forms: Some proponents flatly denied any
true humanity in Christ; some admitted his
sufferings, suggesting that incarnation but not his
Judas he persuaded one of his followers—possibly
Iscariot or Simon of Cyrene—to take his place on
ascribed to him a celestial body the cross; others
.miseries that was incapable of experiencing human

This denial of the human reality of Christ stemmed
philosophical doctrine that viewed from dualism, a
acknowledging that ,matter as evil. The docetists
doctrine, concluded that God could not be

with matter. They could not accept a associated
that the “"Word literal interpretation of John 1:14
“became flesh

Although Docetism is alluded to in the New
developed until the 2nd Testament, it was not fully
and 3rd centuries, when it found an ally in
Gnosticism. It occasioned vigorous opposition by
beginning with Ignatius of ,early Christian writers
Antioch and Irenaeus early in the 2nd century
Docetism was officially condemned at the Council of
“Chalcedon in 451
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Docetism

Docetism is a heresy concerning the person of Jesus
derived from the Greek dokeo, Christ. The word is
According to ".appear to" or "to seem" meaning
Docetism, the eternal Son of God did not really
become human or suffer on the cross; he only
arose in a Hellenistic appeared to do so. The heresy
milieu and was based on a Dualism which held that
the material world is either unreal or positively evil.
spiritualize Christ by denying his real Tendencies to
New Testament humanity were already present in
times. The Johannine Epistles addressed the

times (1 John 4:2-3; 2 John 7). problem several
d-2 Docetic teachings were also advanced by the
century proponents of Gnosticism and were

church fathers, combatted by the 2d-century
especially by Ignatius of Antioch and Irenaeus. The




based their defense of the true Incarnation fathers
Testament doctrine of of the Son of God on the Old
creation, according to which the material world is
.neither unreal nor evil but basically good
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From Ignatius of Antioch, in the 2nd century,
Chalcedon in 451, through to the Council of
Christian thinkers wrestled with the logical problems
presented to the Greek mind by the christological
Testament: if the Son is God, thinking of the New
called yet distinct from the Father, how can God be
“one”? If Jesus is divine, how can he also be
Docetists (Greek, human? The 2nd-century
dokein,"to seem”) maintained that the humanity of
was apparent rather than real, for in Greek Jesus
incapable of change or thought the deity was held
suffering. Against them, Ignatius insisted on the
reality of Jesus' flesh. The outcome was the addition
words “born of the Virgin Mary” to the creed of the




.to safeguard Jesus' humanity
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The author of John wrote when the beliefs of

were circulating in the mystery cults and Gnosticism
early Church along with the first doctrines of
Christianity. He seems to have intended his Gospel
theological interpretation of Jesus’ to be primarily a
message in person and mission. He presented his
terms related to the philosophical trends of his
perhaps more understandable both time, in a form
Hellenistic to Christians of the later Church and to
Gentiles than to his contemporaries. The author’s
apparently was to counteract a main purpose

was a teaching of Docetic Gnosticism that Christ
divine being who appeared in human form but was
feeling or of dying. The express incapable of mortal
.31-20:30 purpose of the Gospel is revealed in
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We killed Christ Jesus the " ,(That they said (in boast
;"the Messenger of Allah ,son of Mary

,but they killed him not, nor crucified him

but so

it was made to appear to them

and those who differ therein are full of doubts, ,
knowledge, but only conjecture to (with no (certain
.not follow, for of a surety they killed him

Nay, Allah raised him up unto Himself; and Allah is
Exalted in Power, Wise

PApdlall AN s o (Blayg

The end of the life of Jesus on earth is as much
birth , and indeed the involved in mystery as his
greater part of his private life , except the three




. main years of his ministry

It is not profitable to discuss the many doubts and
early Christians sects and conjectures among the
.among Moslem theologians

The orthodox Christian churches make it a cardinal
that his life was taken on the point of their doctrine
on the cross , that he died and was buried , that
third day he rose in the body with his wounds intact
about and conversed , and ate with his , and walked
up bodily to disciples , and was afterwards taken

. heaven

This is necessary for the theological doctrine of
vicarious atonement for sins , blood sacrifice , and

. which is rejected by islam

But some of the early Christian sects did not believe
killed on the cross that Christ was

The Basilidans believed that someone else was

. substituted for him

The Docetae held that Christ never had a real

only an apparent or physical or natural body, but
phantom body, and that his Crucifixion was only
.apparent, not real

The Marcionite Gospel (about A. D.138) denied that
merely said that he appeared Jesus was born, and
in human form . The Gospel of st. Barnabas

.the theory of substitution on the cross supported
The Quranic teaching is that Christ was not crucified
Jews, notwithstanding certain nor killed by the
illusion apparent circumstances which produced that
in the' minds of some of his enemies: that

and conjectures on such ,disputations, doubts
matters are vain; and that he was taken up to Allah
( see next verse and note)
:GAMY\AM\MJCJJJQA.;JSO&}




pbaza Jia 5 000 Jin Lalai (i el 1855y (2 )Y o masall 3lha diled o)
AR g B AN paiee EOBN LWL adlis (i

Gl G o)y 3l il Y1 55 K00 Ll aal s Al e s 90a Y
Sl slede Gy 5 dagd)

zerall Bl ) Ladilae aal e ) el (Aens ) ) Baulail) dpsial) (LS )
al Sl An) a5 oduay CAll o gall B a8 435 a5 e 5 culiall e g
cw\‘;‘omg‘)ﬂJMM\j’o%%e&dﬂ\‘je&&jwM\}’w&

, Waall e (Lall uaSall g aall dady J 685 (Al A3 sa U 3adell (5 ) 5 puim 10
ST PICE R PR LYY

culall o I8 ) ¢ Gkt al oY) Apngenall (58N oy ol

L Ada Yy Jadid AT padd o) ) gaie ) (uailials £L0) ) Cmaraalal) ol

A S Ll g anha in sobe s 1) 4D O rsenall O ) 9 () elomasall
Lida 0 alg Al 8 GlS Al 0l g, LA Liad 5 Jaa

bl JBasly Ay e g o) SIS (2 138 Msa ) Gsmeole dinib elag
- sbaall il 4y 50585 WU il Jasdlh il

L (el 3 sl Adad 50 Ji ol 5 iy ol ansall of alad 1A Ll
OYalaall 63gd | Adlac) (yamy Jgie (A an g Al Al 5 jalll) cag )
"Ai\\é\éﬁ_)@\j)&b&rﬁ_\mﬂ\a& dﬁﬁw\jaﬂ)&db

Ndllaa e die Bertrand Russellday x5 <o gualial) 41l Loy 34
A taall W) Ay V) (5 8 (A a sial) auddl)

(B 51 Al g JlYie oSl o] i a3 Y1 (o8 2 il 5 B siall el
A AilEe (S1¢ agilafing (LAY () g ilall 5 () g giall Hlaial Glld aay Al
ada AL 08 dua gial) 81 gaa) dilBe gaa) ylg, il Led culls 45 )

(4 J2) 4ele Al G O ¢ e 303 s 9m O pl £ g O 48R 0 S
"ualuls.Jl.'ﬁu‘il.)*bﬁﬁ.ﬁ,\\ylﬁj,ey\ﬂﬁjué‘\ﬁjéjgdw\ué
S e gl palll 1 | (15:34 (el e Jaadl) OSSN ) 4
Al gruas () oY) Cawall
&Swg\J‘MHaijcﬁxdi&\@g‘e&lﬁ‘iﬁ\gﬁm‘gﬂd\gbﬂ
sl e iy o) A i Y 4

93 A Gl Lgia g5 g ¢ © gmm Gl Jrdlly cian 8B gaY) 02 JS o) ) 1B g

oY) Al




UK‘MEMJ@"S(W&)EMUJQGAJ\‘ u&cﬁy\uﬂaﬂuﬁ&
M MLga u\ ;L\u‘z’\ slaal u.u.u N Al alie S sady Jaas

da gidl) (381 (e pp g DOCETICS (s s3ll (51 (3551 A0 1 gy Uil
b 3 O culall o Wlea Gla gl g 3 9gl) oy @& Ol 19 1 5318 ¢
OBt L8 1388 5 (g gaa Dy Ad gaday 53 A1) ga Ciukll \2 s (phantom)
A8l

M ALY dilad) ) i) 08 4y gial)

A History of Western Philosophy. Bertrand )
Allen and Unwin Russell.p345 , London , George
(LTD

Llia

sl o g sum s (23 el ) Aympesal) liall s 5) G Lasa () o)
Al 8 SEEY) 138 s 5t Ad) o) S L US| AT £ s e ligh |
4%\453\ TS B\ Q)SJ :LAJJS GLUS CA\_)AGJQ Al YL @"Ju‘

888" agland (Sly o galialago gl Loy "' o) il (8 sl 5 0 5S) ) il
351l Ll i€ 5 Sl o3 (s, e Y1 a S Y ansh A g3 A 53
Opallall oy e L) e 1A (B Ll 5 a3 ) Lggle (381 5 Laie A gapall
ol pei S8 OS] i) Cliag 23 J ) 5ile 48 puaia 5 (3 Sha (a5 (0 (o2 Lai
C O Y —aaladl S L) sall Y s

- .~.\

COUAY | Hla8 easiall KAl (e Badall oda M i) MDY ) e Wl Juda Y
k) SEll e dale By gean aa siadl Sl
s ol e Y s e Loy S

Mﬁ\aho\g\(wbﬁi)uﬁéja@ﬁemgw&ubbicwumd\
umdj}uuh;)utg.ﬂ\uMY\@mGlm}a@]\ e chu\_adl@y
Led i e oams




0SS a5 (Bl ) Al (| At gal) 5 Sl (] 2DLLY) () calf Laxie Ula
, ilal) 5 Adulal) o 4ALED Leilala 5 W yudliay 3 Sall A0 3l o) J a1 L
Jile 4 s Vs, lallae 4y Jaial b4
el L Jsal : Aalall 5 _Sal) o Q88 gall s die Caani (ol (ala@Y) ) Lail
Lale 5 Lilad Calay 5 Ji) ]
Al At all 5 2Bl bR @llia () el D Jpalétl) s i) oo Wl

<]
K

Ol (p ABle 2 i Y

5 Sl sl ALl 4 Jiy Ll 5 A0 KU 5 ) scall 55 5 pucally (iny Y LY
Aailiall Calany) g 5ol A8 5 A pmad) L) 1 5 A Calanionall dpessi )

5 Sall Jaiy (gl
M\ ) L_;\...\:'d\ MML@:\EMY%JUMQ@\)JJAY\ Jaa o) (&)
SlaaS L)

, il Lehial e anal | A U g QDA (e dpiy i3 SES 3 Sall J sl Ll
5S4l Clal Lo sda s, 28D Jla) 8 < il oSy Ley il J sl
Cilagsss g lalaal (e JsY)

JUE) 13 Mie 22

(O Cra Gl (BIA Al ) 3)S8 4ay ) (e Caa) Ladic

5_Sall o2 il Al jaliaal) a8l o)) aa) | Sl s ) (e (iS5 A )l ¢aalS
a5 adl) (5 e gudl (5 ) sl jaadll g andll (5 padll 5 dhul¥) jaadl s
L 3 Al caliball 5 judaliay) ) s Sl el

L) 4y peaddl iy é

SN A agile (3l alae Agll a ) aal 8 s Khnum psia a9 ol ass
&J.“u.cdﬂgng\)‘_AJY\ayM&}A\@E\%M\ﬁLMY\&oJ&
(Aalaiall 8 A28Y) Ashall s seal) (1 bl

Rl W peais | Cada (e Gl B1A (Al g8 43l 3 ) shaul die (55 58

Al Je J oY) Gl calall (e IS S AV 138 Gl CaS Aapal) a1 5
qﬁﬁw\gﬁ@\&@:\g),g‘)&ﬂ\

¢ a5 Bale a Agilday ) (i jlaall B _ilay ela L 180

Encyclopedia Britannica

also spelled Khnemu, ancient Egyptian god of




water and with procreation. fertility, associated with
.Khnum was worshiped from the 1st dynasty (c

BC) into the early centuries AD. He was 2775-2925
horizontal, twisting horns represented as a ram with
or as a man with a ram's head. Khnum was believed
to have created humankind from clay like a potter;
using a potter's wheel, was this scene, with him
cult depicted in later times. The god's first main
centre was Herwer, near Al-Ashmunayn in Middle
Kingdom (1539-1075 BC) on, Egypt. From the New
however, he became the god of the island of
Elephantine, near present-day Aswan, and was
surrounding First Cataract known as the lord of the
triad of of the Nile River. At Elephantine he formed a
deities with the goddesses Satis and Anukis. Khnum
cult at Esna, south of also had an important
Thebes.Copyright © 1994-2001 Encyclopedia
_.Britannica, Inc
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And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and




breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a

living soul
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